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NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday, October 27, 2010 - 6:30 
Sapperton Pensioners’ Hall 
318 Keary St., 
New Westminster 

Main Event:  
David Wagner will demonstrate a Guitar 
Hollow Form.

Tech Talk Table:  
Bruce Campbell will host a forum for 
your technical questions.

Critique Table:
Kerry Deane-Cloutier & Larry Stevenson 
will moderate a critique of your pieces.

Focus On Fundamentals: 
Dennis Cloutier will demonstrate finial 
turning.

October Food Suppliers:  
Mike Dawson, Kerry Deane-Cloutier, 
Colin Delory, Bob Doop, Neil Elmer, 
Keith Evans

November Food Suppliers:  
Norm Forshaw, Bill Fowle, Michelle Gen-
dron, Keith Godfrey, Michael Gosnell, 
Merv Graham

President’s Column - Kerry Deane-Cloutier
Fall has truly arrived.  The days are 
getting shorter, evenings are closing 
in earlier every day, and the rains 
appear to have arrived.  For me this 
means the daily walk or run with the 
dogs has become a soggy one, start-
ing with today.

For others, the rain outside means 
more time spent inside at the lathe.  
I hope that what you learned at the 
Symposium continues to inspire 
you.  I took my 
first such piece 
off the lathe 
today – a long 
standing work in 
progress that I did 
not know how to complete.  Marilyn 
Campbell’s demonstrations gave 
me the inspiration and knowledge 
I needed, and the piece only needs 
a finish now.  You will see it at the 
meeting.

Of course, completing that piece 
still had its challenges, and I real-
ized there are still large holes in 
my knowledge about how to work 
with epoxy.  I am looking forward 
to the meeting so I can buttonhole a 
couple of people who attended her 
class, and ask some questions.  They 
may not know the answer to all my 
questions, but I know that they will 
generously share the knowledge 
they have.  That is one of the great 
strengths of belonging to the Guild.  

If you missed the September meet-
ing, remember that you have to 
renew your membership this month.  
There are a lot of good things com-
ing up, in both our regular meetings 
and special events, and you will not 
want to miss a bit of it.

Don’t forget, this month’s Presi-
dent’s Challenge is “Classy” – bring 
something you made in a class.  If 
you have never attended a class, I 

suppose I could bend it a 
bit and take in something 
you made after seeing a 
demonstration by one of 
our guest demonstrators.  
However, if you are one of 

those who has never taken a class, I 
would like you to seriously consider 
why you are in that category.  Tak-
ing a class can be a single day that 
takes your 
turning to a 
new level, or 
opens a new 
door for you.  
We have 
Doug Fisher 
and John Jor-
dan booked 
already for 
this coming 
year, so think 
about signing 
up for one of 
them.

President’s Challenge 
is “Classy”

 – bring something you 
made in a class.

Tomorrow’s Thoughts
Doug Fisher
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Canadian Woodturner, Scultor and Artist, Doug Fisher.
Merv Graham

On Saturday November 13, Doug Fisher will give 
an all-day demonstration at Sapperton Hall and will 
teach a hands-on class for six lucky folks at Island 
Woodcraft the next day.  Doug’s unique style of wood 
turned sculptures is known internationally and his 
pieces are in private collections around the world.

Doug’s work is incredibly accomplished and very 
unique, taking its influence from his appreciation of 
things past, as well as the Pacific Northwest Coast im-
agery of his home. He is a member of the Vancouver 
Island Woodworkers Guild and the American Asso-
ciation of Woodturners (AAW). His work includes a 
combination of wall sculptures, free-standing sculp-
tures, bowls and vessels. 

Doug comes from a middle class family where his fa-
ther owned a small trucking business and his mother 
was a homemaker. His mother was interested in crafts 
and encouraged Doug to become what “he” wanted 
to be. At a young age he felt his destiny was to work 
in a pulp mill or grain elevator. His interest in sail-

ing lead him to become a sailing instructor. His life 
went through several phases working in gold mines 
as a driller and a high steel rigger, jobs which mostly 
transformed him.

Woodturning History 
Doug became interested in woodturning while he 
was selling acrylic painting and was looking for other 
items to sell. He acquired a homemade lathe from a 
friend and started to produce small items like perfume 
bottles in the early 1990’s. This foray into turning was 
put on hold in the mid 90’s when he went to exclu-
sively working on pen and ink drawing. The wood-
turning bug had bitten him well and in 1997 he came 
back to turning full time.

Influences 
Influences on Doug are indigenous art and its time-
lessness, architectural features in very old churches 
and rose windows, and geological features. His 
creativity was inspired by artists Monet, Seurat, Rodin 
and Bernini who influenced him greatly.

A Moment Revealed Predicting the Past

The Same Yet Different Tomorrow Starts Now

(continued on page 3)
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In 1997 Doug considered himself to be a functional 
turner making bowls and platters which he sold at 
small outlets and craft shows.  A chance meeting with 
the great Frank Sudol at a craft fair turned his interests 
to art in wood turning. Similarly he met Harris Smith, 
a First Nations artist, who was looking for a person to 
collaborate with.  Over the course of years the two 
collaborated on thousands of pieces and Douglas 
developed his style from what he learned from Harris. 
A facet of his style is the multi axis turning which was 
developed as an answer to an element of aboriginal 
imagery, the offset circle within a circle. This has be-
come a most notable feature of his Pacific Northwest 
pieces since.

Style of Work 
Doug works in stages starting with turning a supply 
of carving blanks, after which he turns to carving the 
images he has designed. He then turns to his skill in 
colouring from his painting days and ends with spray 
lacquer finishing. Doug, like most turners, likes the 
immediacy of turning in that by the end of a day you 
can see results in finished “canvases” as he calls them 
or bowls and platters.The Future

Though Doug plans on continuing his Pacific North-
west style he is embarking on a couple of different 
styles, The Padirac series is based on cave systems in 
France and his Rose series is based on the architec-
tural rose used in buildings in Europe.  He is hopeful 
that he will see his work in many public collections 
as well as private. From his beginning as a functional 
turner he now feels his direction is in that of an artist.

The Demo & Class 
During his all-day demonstration with us he will take 
us through the whole process in some detail and 
during the hands-on class on Sunday he will lead the 
students through the process.

Doug’s presentation will be the first demonstrator 
in our 2010-2011 series and I highly recommend 
that you don’t miss it.  The Saturday demonstration 
will start at 9:30 and we will take our usual hour for 
lunch.  Sunday class starts at 9:00 at Island Wood-
craft.

There is no need to pre-register for the Saturday 
demonstration and you can pay at the door.  Those 
wanting to take the class on Sunday must pre-register 
by calling Bruce (604.944.3028) or emailing him  
(bvcampbell@telus.net) and must pre-pay at the Octo-
ber club meeting.

Finding Myself

Jewellry Box - Colin Delory 
3-75in x 2in - Oak n Corian

 Antuque Oil

(continued from page 2)

A Special Thanks
Steve Kent

I must thank all the Symposium Volunteers for mak-
ing my task as Volunteer Coordinator seem so effort-
less. Once again we had great team work partici-
pating in all aspects of a very busy Symposium. We 
couldn’t have done it without YOU!

The Team leads put together a stellar performance, 
and the boots on the ground Volunteers did every-
thing and anything that was asked of them, my hat 
goes off to you!!!!

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Steve Kent 
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Call for Circle Craft Volunteers
Merv Graham

We are in need of volunteers to host our demonstra-
tion booth and demonstrate wood turning at the 
Circle Craft Christmas Sale at the new trade and 
convention center. 

Times available are:

Tuesday, Nov. 16 

• 12 noon till we are finished, 

Wednesday, Nov. 17 & Thursday, Nov. 18 

• 10 am to 1pm

• 1pm to 4pm

• 3:30pm to 6:30pm

• 6pm to 9pm

Friday, Nov. 19 demonstrator 

• 3:30pm to 6:30pm

• 6pm to 9pm

Saturday, Nov. 20 

• 10am to 1pm

• 1pm to 4pm

• 4pm to 7pm

Sunday, Nov. 21

• 10am to 12:30pm

• 12:30am to 3:30pm 

• 3:30pm to close - this may be late as we don’t 
have our load out time yet.

To Volunteer: contact Merv Graham via email 
Mervgraham@shaw.ca which is the most efficient way 
to get hold of me. Or you can sign up at the meeting 
October 27.

I am also in need of the loan of your work for the 
show so we can have a variety of turners represented. 
Please bring any pieces you would like seen to the 
October meeting and include a quantity of business 
card if you are advertising your pieces. Bring them in 
a well marked box in which I can return them to you.

(Please don’t price or sell any of the work you bring.  
This is a juried market, so you’re not allowed to sell 
anything unless you were accepted by the jury and 
paid a couple of grand for a booth.  Dennis)

President’s Challenge
Alian Tree - Marco Berera

3in x 5-5in - Burl - No Finish

President’s Challenge
Bandsaw Inlay - Jim Johnson

9in x 1-2in - Maple-Paduk-Epoxy
Walnut Oil n Bees Wax

Instant Gallery
Dessert Stand - Robert Carlson 

10-5in x 4-5in - Monkey Puzzle - Tung Oil
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Swing in Focus On Fundamentals
Murray MacKinnon

In the early years of the Guild, Bruce Campbell 
invested a lot of thought in creating the materials for 
Focus on Fundamentals (FOF), formulating a series of 
15 modules on aspects such as mounting, basic cuts, 
finishing, etc., which give an excellent functional or 
procedural introduction to the art and this has been 
adopted by many guilds in North America.  These 
modules were taught in the current FOF time slot, 
but three were run concurrently, so it was possible to 
cover the course in five monthly meetings. However 
the Guild has moved on since then, and FOF has 
been cut back to one session per meeting with the 
other two sessions evolving into ‘Tech Talk’ led by 
Bruce and ‘ Work Critique’ led by Art Liestman and 
Kerry Deane-Cloutier.

In trying to coordinate FOF for 2010, it quickly 
became clear that a revamp was needed so that a be-
ginner could assimilate the necessary skills to “finish” 
a project in a timely manner.  As the result of discus-
sion with Bruce, three strategies will be implemented/
evaluated this coming year, in an attempt to both 
cover the basic material and to address the interests of 
a more skilled audience.

First, the basic modules, which are on the web, will 
be revamped to be more a direct self-help vehicle 
through the use of short video clips of basic opera-
tions such as basic tool cuts, sharpening, etc.  This 
will result in an even more valuable resource for 

beginners as well as providing a refresher to those of 
us who only use some of these techniques occasion-
ally. Second, in response to a greater interest in bowl 
turning, 6 of the 8/ 9 monthly sessions will focus on 
aspects of bowl turning.  Third, starting this month, 
there will be a swing towards illustrating fundamen-
tals in terms of the common types of forms. So for 
each form (e.g. ; top/finial; scoop/goblet/egg cup; 
bowl;  box;  non-round turning; natural edge; etc.) a 
session will review the safety, material & design con-
siderations, mounting, tools, cuts, sanding & finishing 
as they apply to that form.

Turning 101 - Turning Basics - October, 2010
Allan Cusworth

At my Shop Crawl in July 2010, Gerry Vickers asked 
me if I would be willing to present a demonstra-
tion and workshop for new turners who wanted to 
brush up on the basics at the September Turning 101 
session. I told him that I would be glad to and we de-
veloped a workshop to show new turners, and those 
who wanted to refresh their basic skills, how to safely 
use a Spindle Roughing Gouge, a Spindle Gouge, a 
Parting Tool and a Skew.

The regular last Saturday of the month in September 
was pre-empted by the Sapperton Hall committee so, 
on October 2, a group of five enthusiastic woodturn-
ers, Diane Harkness, Beverley Pears, Mike Gosnell, 
Art Rock, and Tom Hultman, got together with Gerry 

and I to work on basic woodturning skills.

Gerry & I used the AAW “Teaching Woodturning Ba-
sics” guide that is available to members on the AAW 
web site, www.woodturner.org as the basis for our 
session. As with all of my presentations, I emphasized 
safe practices while in the shop and this is what we 
discussed first, and practiced throughout the day.

Since different people have different names for the 
basic parts of the lathe I wanted to do was make sure 
that everyone was using the correct names for its 
basic parts. This was a revelation to some participants 
and was time well spent. After briefly discussing the 
features and uses of each of the tools we were going 

(continued on page 7)

Instant Gallery
Platter - Al Koehn

15in - Figured Maple - Wipe On Poly
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You Can Make The Difference
Mark Baker 

(Merv has gotten permission to reprint this editorial 
from Woodturning Magazine.  Thanks to Mark for let-
ting us run it.)

I have recently mentioned the long standing issue of 
clubs and the complacency of some members when 
it comes to getting involved in the running of clubs 
and organized events. Some members only have a 
passing interest and want to be entertained with no 
input other than paying their dues and attending.  This 
is to some extent inevitable, and acceptable until it 
reaches the point where lack of interest in helping 
turns to willingness to see a club fold rather than 
help, thereby losing out on all that club has to offer 
people.

We have come a long way from the hermit-like 
singular activity that turning used to be. The world of 
turning has opened up and become more organised, 
linked, sharing and vibrant as a result. We have, ac-
cording to many, all gained thanks to this.

The other issue I have touched on recently is national 
associations and the ever fluid dynamic between the 
committee of the organisation and the membership - 
they too have problems with getting people to stand 
for the positions they need in order to make things 
run smoothly - and whether they serve the people 
that are their members.

Whenever people gather and talk and there is a 
discussion, invariably there are disagreements and 
comments and often criticism of those holding office 
without a true understanding of their roles or the dif-
ficulties of managing a diverse and complex organisa-

tion.  Is it the case that we focus on what we dislike 
more than on the good things that people do and are 
trying to do? Don’t get me wrong. I am the fiercest 
detractor of some things that go on, but I also appre-
ciate the hard work, effort and commitment put in by 
the people who are trying to make a difference.

I have never known a group of people come together 
where it will not be thus at some time.  That said, the 
one thing that people are not aware of most of the 
time, either by choosing not to know or not under-
standing, is the time and effort put in and the frustra-
tion experienced by unpaid people who have nothing 
but the best of intentions, want to help, and who try 
to make a difference.

Of course, there will be differences of opinions be-
tween people connected with the world of turning. I 
know of no sport, craft, hobby or art where this is not 
the case. In many cases this is an outworking of being 
passionate about what we do. Is the melting pot of 
differing opinions bad? Not necessarily. And depend-
ing on how things are done and handled it can lead 
to wonderful things, but it is true that it is likely to re-
quire some soul searching in order for this to happen. 
Yes, things will go wrong. Yes, people misunderstand.  
And yes, some things will happen that we do not like.

But, you can say what you want to see and happen 
rather than grumble about what you think is wrong, 
offer solutions and ideas for people to chew over. You 
have the ability to make a difference and you are the 
ones who can do it, but only if you are willing to take 
part rather than stand back and criticise those who 
are making the effort.

Platter Easy Inlay - Jim Johnson 
7in x 3-4in - Maple

M2 Compound-Epoxy - Bees Wax

Plate - Kees Hof 
10in - Maple n Black Epoxy

No Finish
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to work with, we discussed sharpening with a Wolver-
ine jig, and the benefits of using a jig for new turners. 
The emphasis was on the statement that “A Sharp Tool 
is a Safe Tool”!

After mounting a 2” x 2” x 10” piece of construc-
tion lumber between a 4 prong spur centre and a live 
centre on the lathe, I demonstrated how to use the 
Spindle Roughing Gouge to round off the blank. Each 
participant proceeded to follow the same method to 
duplicate what I had done.

The same method of demonstration and participation 
was used to show how to use a Spindle Gouge. The 
group spent a lot of time practicing cutting beads and 
coves on their “bead and cove stick”. I suggested to 
them that they continue this practice when they got 
back to their shops since almost every cut they will 
make while turning wood will be a variation of these 
two basic cuts. Although some skepticism was shown, 
I assured them that it will be time well spent.

After we had covered the use of the Parting Tool and 
Skew, it was time to use the skills learned to make a 
Honey Dipper. Everyone took another blank and got 
started making their project. We had spent a lot of 
time learning and practicing beads and coves so there 
wasn’t much time left to complete the project. Every-
one took an extra blank home to and we shall see the 
results at the October GVWG meeting as Gerry asked 
everyone to bring their Honey Dipper for the Instant 
Gallery.

One of the nicest tings anyone has ever said to me 
was when Gerry said, “This session went exactly the 
way I wanted it to. We didn’t need to make some-
thing; we just needed to show the basics to the folks 
and they can make something later.” Thanks Gerry. I 
really enjoyed the group and participation we en-
joyed.

The next Turning 101 will be on October 23 at Sap-
perton Hall at 9:00 am.  This session will be on be-
tween centers turning and the project will be a tool 
handle or light pull.

(continued from page 5)

President’s Challenge
Bandsaw Inlay - Kees Hof

4in - Scrap Pine-Epoxy - No Finish

President’s Challenge 
Rocket - Maarten Meerman  

1-5in x 14in - 2X4 Material - Wax

President’s Challenge
Mushroom - Jim Johnson 
5in x 5in - Maple n Epoxy 

Rub On Poly
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Bowl - Bill Fowle 
5in x 3in - Birch - Wipe On Poly

Bowl - DK Still 
5in x 4in - English Walnut 

Tung Oil n Shellawax

Bowl - DK Still 
7in x 4in - Chestnut - Wax

Instant Gallery

Bowl - Jim Johnson
9in x 4-5in - Box Elder Burl - Bees 

Wax

Bowl - Jim Johnson
10in x 5in - Cherry - Bees Wax

Candy Dish - John Spitters
8in x 1-5in - Quilted Maple 

 Wipe On Poly

Platter - Rich Schmid
13in x 3in - Minwax

Platter - John Spitters
18in x 2in - Maple - Wipe On Poly

Platter - Rich Schmid
18in x 2in - Black Walnut - Minwax 

Wipe On
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Box - John Spitters
4in x 4-5in - Horse Chestnut 

Wipe On Poly

Grace - Marco Berera
2-5in x 12in - Fir - Oil

Hollow Form - John Spitters
 Horse Chestnut - 3-75in x 5in 

Wipe On Poly

Lidded Box - DK Still
3in x 3in - Chestnut-Mahogany

Wax

Sprurtles - Maarten Meerman
3-4in x 12in - Salad Bowl Wax

Ring Box - DK Still
2in x 3in - English Walnut - Oil

Piano & Ballerina - Maarten Merman
Birch -Really Really Small - no finish

Mermaid Nutcracker - Maarten 
Meerman - 2in x 7in - Oak

 Turners Polish

Instant Gallery
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GVWG Officers, Appoin-
tees & Volunteers
President

Kerry Deane-cloutier 604.468.0605

ViCe President

larry StevenSon 604.438.3947

seCretarY

clauDia haywarD 604.462.7597

treasurer

FreD BalDwin 604.812.4972

memBers at large

JiM JohnSon 604.937.3275
Peter Mclaren 604.533.1939
Michelle GenDron 604.789.1873
eD Pretty 604.888.5967
Merv GrahaM 604.272.3525
Steve Kent 604.937.0145

liBrarY aCquisitions adVisor

Don hoSKinS 604.939.6808

eduCational Coordinators

Steve Kent 604.937.0145
Peter Mclaren 604.533.1939
larry StevenSon 604.438.3947

liBrarian

Gerry vicKerS 604.463.0760

Food ChieF

lance roSSinGton 604.462.9985

FoF Coordinator

Murray MacKinnon 604.986.5476

turning 101
Gerry vicKerS 604.463.0760

neWsletter

DenniS cloutier (eDitor) 604.468.0605
Michelle GenDron (PuBliSher) 604.789.1873

digital PhotograPhY

GeorGette Mclaren 604.533.1939
GreGG ParSonS 604.542.9066

WeBmaster

Steve hanSen 604.585.0638

Classifieds

For sale:  

Nova 3000 lathe.  Comes with:

• Nova chuck with reg. jaws and large bowl jaws

• Oneway live center with all attachments

• New 1 HP motor with variable speed and 
reverse

• Knock out bar

• Good solid wood stand with sand holding 
compartment

• Face plate and live center

• Outward bore and attachments

• Hand wheel

All for only $1,200.00.  Contact Tom Byrom at 
604.929.1766 or twbyrom@hotmail.com

Wanted:

Cored and dried bowl blanks. Any Species but pre-
fer Maple and Cherry.  Some fresh cut Arbutus 

• 5” to 8+” diameter 

• 1 or 2 piece.  

Contact Gregg Parsons at 604.542.9066


