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Next Monthly Meetings: 

May 2023 

• Thursday, May 25 at 6:30pm 

• Sapperton Pensioners Hall and 
Zoom (Hybrid meeting) 

• Main Speaker: Ed Pretty - Sharp-
ening 

• President’s Challenge: Chess 
Piece 

June 2023 

• Thursday, June 22 at 6:30pm 

• Sapperton Pensioners Hall and 
Zoom (Hybrid meeting) 

• Main Speaker: Larry Stevenson - 
Using Kroma Crackle Colour and 
Texture  

• President’s Challenge: Plate/
Bowl with Bespoke Stand 

http://www.woodturner.org/
gvwg.ca
https://gvwg.ca
http://facebook.com/GreaterVancouverWoodturnersGuild
http://www.google.com/maps/place/Sapperton+Pensioners+Hall/@49.2253631,-122.8962117,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x548677ff34810d4b:0x2aab0a6795d3bec9!8m2!3d49.2254256!4d-122.8940169
http://www.google.com/maps/place/Sapperton+Pensioners+Hall/@49.2253631,-122.8962117,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x548677ff34810d4b:0x2aab0a6795d3bec9!8m2!3d49.2254256!4d-122.8940169
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As mentioned earlier we will have a spring/summer 
shop crawl. The organizer, Steve Fairbairn, says It 
can be either in-person or you can do it via Zoom. 
Look for details in an upcoming communique. 
Crawls can be extremely educational and some-
times rather entertaining. Also slated for the sum-
mer is a potluck picnic at Dan and Yolana Breck’s 
place on July 23 and likely starting in the early 
afternoon. Significant others and kids are invited!  
Again, details to follow. It will likely include an auc-
tion, some games, tours of Dan’s bees, and sum-
mer fun. 

June’s challenge is a plate/bowl and an accompa-
nying bespoke stand. Yes, you have to make your 
own stand. The project can be any size. 

One more thing – a teaser: A couple of members 
are working on a special project that we hope to 
unveil in September.  

Steve 
President’s Challenge: 

• May - Chess Piece 

• June - Plate/Bowl with Bespoke Stand 

This month we conclude with Part 3 of the Chain-
saw Safety series by Al Landgren.  Parts 1 and 2 ap-
peared in the March and April newsletters and will 
conclude with Part 3 in the May newsletter. 

Ed Pretty has stepped up to report on the April 
Tech Talk while Bruce Campbell continues to recov-
er.  In a separate article, Ed also discusses his 
thoughts on stepping outside the norms with burial 
urn design. 

This month’s Member Profile features a founding 
member of the GVWG, Art Liestman. 

Sheila Balzer, the GVWG’s WIT Liaison, returns with 
her regular monthly musings on her woodturning 
journey. 

Claudia Hayworth has in important reminder about 
changes to the club’s insurance coverage for those 
who sell their work or teach.  There is also a re-
minder to members about the KMS Tools Group 
Rewards program and how it can benefit the 

GVWG when you shop there. 

See also an announcement regarding the upcoming 
annual Richmond Carvers’s Artistry in Wood Carv-
ing Show which features a woodturning category. 

As always, we continuously need members to write 
articles for the newsletter.  If you would like to 
share your thoughts and opinions about a particu-
lar woodturning related topic or document a com-
pleted or ongoing project, or just have a good tip 
to share, now is a good time to channel your inner 
writer and put together an article.  Don’t worry if 
you’re not an accomplished writer or can’t spell.  
That’s what editors are for. 

Deadline for newsletter articles is the Saturday be-
fore a monthly meeting. 

    Steve 
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Brian showed us a rig he made to use for spray 
painting pieces. He used a popcorn maker rotating 
motor to turn a round plinth for supporting the 
piece. The motor turns at 10 rpm (6 seconds per 
rotation) and plans to put a dimmer switch in line 
to further adjust that speed. The rotating table is 
supported by small casters.  

 

Gary asked if anyone had experience running 
buffing wheels (Beall, et al) at 3400. He has a mo-
tor that runs that speed and contemplated making 
it a dedicated setup for buffing. The consensus was 
that 3400 rpm was way too fast, in fact many 
(including myself) use the lathe to fine tune the 
speed depending on the job – and at much lower 
speeds. 

Steve was remorseful that he didn’t have a Morse 
taper in his headstock. He built the lathe himself 
and had the arbour machined from solid stock. One 
option would be to take it to a machine shop and 
have them bore and ream for a #2 morse but he 
lucked upon another solution. Bob Gadd of Wood-
worker Specialties sells Maxwood thread adaptors 
from any standard lathe thread to any other stand-
ard lathe thread (Good quality I might add. I have a 
couple myself). Happily, this adaptor has a #2 
morse taper included. Perhaps in Steve’s case he 
may still have to bore the arbour out at least a little 
bit to accommodate the length of a Morse taper 
but that’s easily done right on the machine. 

Gary also made a suggestion that car buffers 
(applying wax) would be a possible tool for polish-
ing platters or shallow bowls. These often have 
dedicated buffer heads. This led me to think later 
on that I could adapt a disc sanding setup I have on 
my own lathe. I could readily replace that disc 

(Continued on page 5) 

Tech Talk is held on the Monday evening following 
the Guild ZOOM session.  The credentials for the 
session are sent to all registered Guild members 
and all are encouraged to participate in the free-
flowing discussion centered on technical aspects of 
woodturning.  

Brian’s Rotating Finishing Table 

Brian’s Rotating Finishing Table 
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sanding head with a buffing head with the 5/8” 
bolt that holds the present disc.  

Fraser showed us a mandrel with a #2 Morse taper 
for accepting collets that are typically used for 
holding milling cutters. Collets are available in met-
ric and Imperial sizes up to 5/8”. It was threaded 
for a draw bar (required for holding Morse tapers 
when no end pressure from the tail stock) and had 
a clamping nut to tighten the collets. All available 
on Amazon. Interesting to note that Bob Gadd at 
Woodworker Specialties is in the process of assem-
bling this type of work holding device into a kit that 
is effectively a collet chuck. These will be available 
in the near future. 

Scott was wondering how to remove a drill chuck 
from a Morse taper adaptor. His present adaptor is 
too short to be ejected from his tailstock, so wants 
to replace it with a longer one. I noted that there 
are slotted wedge sets available for exactly that 
purpose however they aren’t cheap. A couple of 
alternatives were mentioned including inserting 
some type of slug (i.e. nut or short bolt) in the tail-
stock quill prior to inserting the Morse taper, effec-
tively making it longer or placing something (e.g. 
skew on the flat) between the drill chuck and the 
tailstock body (to take up the space) prior to back-
ing the quill to remove the taper. I’ve used the 
latter successfully in the past on unfamiliar lathes 
at demos. 

Gary received a heavy-duty sander which required 
the abrasive to be attached by adhesive. Several 
double-sided tape options were discussed from 
scrap booking tape to flooring tape. One supplier 
was www.goldentrim.com . Brian sent a photo of 
double-sided tape that he uses.  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Ed’s Sander 
Double-Sided Tape 
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I initiated a discussion about coring bowl for dry-
ing. I am having problems losing oak bowl blanks in 
the 15”-16” range due to cracking even though I 
am following the standard “10% of diameter” rule 
of thumb for wall thickness. The formula certainly 
works for smaller bowls but not on the larger oak 
bowls and occasionally other species as well 
(maple, walnut and cherry). Scott commented that 
he found the 10% rule to be too much for larger 
bowls and I have often felt that myself. I’ll try 
something like 8% in the future. I normally follow 
Glenn Lucas’ method of tapering the wall thickness 

to the bottom with about ¾” and have had great 
success eliminating the cracking at the bottom of 
the bowls with that. It was noted that rounding all 
edges is important. Discussion ensued about seal-
ing products and it was universally agreed that An-
chor Seal is the best (Lee Valley) but that Clo-
verdale Paint’s “Checkstop” is a close second. It is 
only available in 5 USG quantities and is about 
$125 if you work the counter staff on the price :). It 
was also universally agreed that latex paint is a 
waste of time with a few examples expressed to 
confirm that. 

(Continued from page 5) 

7pm on the Monday after each monthly guild meeting 

Bring your problems - Show off a new tool or invention - Share 
your knowledge 

Watch your email for the Zoom link! 

Platter turned by Bruce Campbell.  Photo is from 
the 2015 It's Our Turn exhibition at Queen's Park in  
New Westminster. 
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With the introduction of the two-man powered 
chainsaw, the role of the second faller dramatically 
changed when he became the machine man. The 
faller retained responsibility for the location and 
depth of the falling cuts. The machine man dogged 
the heavy power head into the trunk of the tree to 
stabilize it, while controlling the clutch, throttle 
and manual oiler under the direction of the faller. 
This took considerable strength for both, as the 
scratch chains had to be pushed or pulled into the (Continued on page 8) 

The following article is Part Three of a Chainsaw 
Safety Seminar delivered in 2023 by Al Lundgren 
to the Comox Valley Woodturners Society and is 
reprinted with his permission.  Part One: Chain-
saw Safe Handling appeared in the March 2023 
newsletter and Part Two: Bar and Chain Mainte-
nance appeared in the April 2023 newsletter.   

Al Lundgren is a major player in initiating safety 
guidelines in the timber industry at large, not just 
chainsaw safety.  For more information about Al 
and his role as a health and safety pioneer, check 
out this YouTube video by WorkSafeBC. 

Before the advent of chain saws, the undercut 
was hand chopped in by axe work and known as 
the conventional undercut. The tree was then 
felled using the two-man hand saw leaning 
against the tree. Photo: Kaatza Station Museum: 
IWA 1-80 Collection  

With the introduction of two-man operated gas 
and/or electric powered chainsaws, the undercut 
was made by a graduated series of stepped cuts 
creating what became known as the Humbolt un-
dercut. Photo: Kaatza Station Museum: IWA 1-80 
Collection  

The Stihl 090 chainsaw pictured here in 1974, with 
a Tillotson design carburetor allowed for an even 
transition Humbolt undercut. This was a dramatic 
improvement from the stepped undercut used 
with two-man saws that were restricted by a float 
bowl type carburetor. This vastly improved the 
maintaining of directional control during the fall 
of the tree.  Photo: Kaatza Station Museum: Al 
Lundgren Collection  

https://youtu.be/JZXF9tTTSTo
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intended line of cut by the faller while the machine 
man had to control the power head and keep it in 
position by hanging onto the handle bars.  

The chain saw was first invented by the Canadian, 
James Shand of Nanaimo, B.C. and secured copy-
write for it in 1918. One of his previous workers by 
the name of Andreaus Stihl, left Canada and 
opened a factory in Bad Cannstaff, Germany in 
1926. When Shand’s chainsaw patent lapsed in 
1932, Stihl, who had been manufacturing similar 
electric and gas-powered machines in Germany 
from 1927 onwards, could now ship many of his 
saws to Western Canada. In the late 1930’s, these 
saws became known by a slang term along the B.C. 
coast as ‘Hitlers’.  

It was not until the manpower shortage during the 
Second World War that interest in the powered 
chain saw came into its own. Specialty lumber was 
in great demand and many of the traditional hand 
fallers had enlisted and gone overseas. At the same 
time, the German patents of Stihl and Sachs Dol-
mar were all seized by the Custodian of Alien Prop-
erty, allowing Reid Prentice from Vancouver, B.C., 
obtaining access to manufacture the ‘Pioneer’ and 
soon followed by brother Ray Prentice from Indus-
trial Engineering Limited (IEL) doing much the 
same.   

With the market open, there was suddenly an in-
flux of gas-powered chainsaw models entering the 
market including Mall, Titan, Hornet and Disston 
among others. In 1951, Henry Disston and Kie-
kaefer entered into an agreement to build the Mer-
cury chain saw. It was a two-cylinder machine con-
sidered by the fallers to be very reliable, cut well 
and was fast. The powerhead weighed 55 pounds, 
and with bar and chain attached weighed over 100 
pounds. It used an eight to one fuel mix ratio. The 
motor was 180 c.c. and developed 9 horsepower. 
The longest guide bar supplied was 84 inches long. 
Later versions improved to 12 horsepower.   

 The single most important advancement came 
from the Tillotson carburetor manufacturing com-
pany that dated back to incorporation in 1914, 
originally providing carburetors for automotive, 

small engine and industrial use. In the late 1940’s 
they invented a carburetor that replaced the float 
bowl with a rubber diaphragm allowing the engines 
to operate in virtually any position. This was the 
breakthrough the industry had been waiting for. 
The two-man chainsaw quickly disappeared from 
the market as the highly adaptable single man 
chainsaw came into being. Each chainsaw company 
attempted to develop a light weight one-man saw 
and in 1946, Industrial Engineering Limited (IEL) 
from Vancouver perfected the first model and ap-
propriately named it the Beaver. Sales were brisk 
and when marketed worldwide, made IEL one of 
the most successful chainsaw manufacturers in the 
world at that time.   

A few of the single man chainsaws used on the Is-
land and coast logging camps over the years includ-
ed the 100.5c.c. IEL-RA, 114c.c. Homelite 2100s, 
the 95c.c. PM 270 Canadian, the 123c.c. McCulloch 
125 super pro, the 99.c.c. Husqvarna 2100cd, the 
94c.c. Husqvarna 394xp, the 121.6 c.c. Stihl 084 
and the 137c.c. Stihl 090. The 090 was factory 
listed at 13hp, although once some minor perfor-
mance tricks were applied, produced close to 15hp 
making it the most powerful saw of any used in 
large numbers on the coast. With a 36” bar and 
chain attached, a full tank of fuel mix, the oil pot 
full, it weighed a hefty 36 pounds.  

These were a selection of the professional power 
houses of the day for each manufacturer. A few 
companies like Husqvarna and Sachs Dolmar pro-
duced even larger displacement saws, however 
there was little or no demand for them when intro-
duced, following the introduction of day rate for 
west coast fallers. The professional saws used in 
industry also faced limited sales when compared to 
the many thousands of small nonprofessional 
home owner saws each company marketed each 
year. With this realization, some producers concen-
trated on the small saw market leaving the profes-
sional field to companies like Stihl and Husqvarna, 
giving second life to a few and closed the door for 
others.  

 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Scratch teeth: 

Very early chainsaws used scratch tooth configura-
tions similar to conventional handsaws. These were 
extremely simple saw teeth following a wave 
pattern (left, center, right, center) with no depth 
gauges as such, relying purely on bar pressure to 
limit the cutting rate. They were inefficient and 
slow in use if not filed with great skill. Most chains 
were maintained by a filer in the logging camp. The 
fallers kept several chains on site for replacement 
as needed.   

Low-profile consumer chains  

Low-profile chains are chains with low teeth and 
safety elements between teeth. These chains are 
used on consumer saws for non-experienced oper-
ators. These chains are more insensitive against 
dirt, but require more frequent sharpening.  

Chipper chains  

In cross-section a chipper tooth looks like a ques-
tion mark, having a full radius over the whole 
cutting portion of the tooth, whereas a chisel de-
sign is more like a number "7" with the top-right 
corner slightly rounded. While slower than chisel in 
soft and hardwood, chipper chain has a lower kick-
back risk. These chains are available for consumer, 
semipro and professional saws.  

Chisel chains  

The chisel chain has square-cornered teeth, 
splitting wood fibers easily in the cut for fast, effi-
cient cutting in clean softwood. Some chisel chains 
have a high kickback risk due to missing safety 
chain elements and are more sensitive against dirt. 
These chains are available for semi-pro and profes-
sional saws.  

Personal recollections of various chains:  

The full house chipper tooth design became the 
primary professional chain to use with the inven-
tion of the direct drive, clutch driven, single man 
chainsaws in the late 1940’s.  

Professional fallers used chipper chain until around 
1970 when the full house chisel tooth chain came 
on the scene.  

This chain was a vast improvement over the chip-
per tooth design and was far easier to consistently 
sharpen and immensely improved cutting perfor-
mance.  

In the mid-seventies, a skip tooth pattern for the 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Scratch chain showing the large number of teeth 
as compared to modern chain.  Online photo 

A section of scratch teeth chain on a bar tip, 
showing the outside edge and center cutter teeth 
arrangement. Online photo  

#1 Chipper Tooth, #2 Chisel Tooth #3 Square Grind 
is a version of Chisel Tooth designed for machine 
sharpening and has to have the gullet manually 
cleaned out for proper chip clearance. It can be 
hand sharpened with a 3 cornered file.  
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Now that summer is coming, and with it, craft 
show season, those of you who sell your items 
should be aware of some insurance changes for the 
GVWG.  Our previous carrier covered each member 
for liability insurance if they sold their work, but 
this is no longer the case.  Currently the GVWG in-
surance only covers club sanctioned events with no 
sales allowed.  Individuals selling their work will 

need to purchase their own coverage.  There is a 
self serve website that allows vendors to purchase 
single day coverage for their event: https://
duuo.ca/event-insurance     

For instructors, only those club members teaching 
other club members are covered. No financial re-
muneration may be involved.  

chisel tooth chain was another notable improve-
ment. This design had fewer teeth to sharpen, 
cleaned out the cut better, further improving per-
formance. This chain design was focused on profes-
sional use and the most common gauge at that 
time was 404” pitch.  

While many smaller gauge chains had introduced 
anti-kickback designs on the drivers and/or the rak-
ers, this was not incorporated on the professional 
use chains until the late 1970’s as new WCB regula-
tions were introduced.  

In the 1980’s to combat complaints over the facto-
ry grind, Oregon Chain Company sent representa-
tives to many of the major falling employers along 
the B.C., Washington and Oregon coasts and gath-
ered representative hand filed chains. These were 
taken back to the factory, analyzed for smooth-
ness, cutting performance and safety. The compa-
ny soon realized there was a common tooth shape 
and redesigned their products to more closely 

match what the fallers were doing free hand. This 
had a major impact on their products making them 
easy to prepare for use.   

Today as of 2023, most chain manufacturers copy 
the Oregon Chain designs and because of the ad-
vancements in high RPM, small displacement chain 
saw motors, most current professional chains are 
commonly gauged in the 3/8” pitch sizes, although 
the traditional 404” pitch is still available for big 
timber.  

For professional use, the guide bar lengths current-
ly in use around the B.C. coast range from 28” to 
36” for most timber hand felled today and increase 
to 42” and 48” for occasional timber sizes in the 
eight to twelve ft. diameter trees.   

In the past, those working in the Nitinat, San Juan 
Valley, and a few areas on the north and west side 
of the Island, on up to Haida Gwaii etc., the bar 
length was increased yet again ranging up to a 
maximum of 60” when falling the largest diameter 
spruce and red cedar.   

(Continued from page 9) 

Information and Registration 

https://duuo.ca/event-insurance
https://duuo.ca/event-insurance
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Woodturner/2023Louisville/2023-Louisville---Landing-Page.aspx?hkey=d0b71351-5633-4f68-bb1a-a91c840a6bcb
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Presently I am finishing off an urn for a very dear 
friend, Bob Burke, who was the first president of 
the Fraser Valley Woodturners Guild. Because they 
started in late 1987, that might make him the first 
president of any woodturning guild in BC. Yester-
day I received a call from a friend from the Edmon-
ton guild to tell me he, too, had just lost an old 
friend and just wanted to talk. During the conver-
sation I commented about Bob and that I was mak-
ing him an urn so sent him a photo by text while 
were talking. He commented back that he and an-
other friend, Bert, were making one for their friend 
as well. Seems there’s a lot of that going around. 
Hmmm. 

Because Bob was a woodturner and because urns 
look like, well, urns, the one I’m making – aside 
from the quilted maple and cocobolo – is pretty 
standard. Stewy’s was an entirely different matter. 
His friend was a fisherman, so he and Bert made an 
urn that looked like a fishing reel.  

He noted that Bert makes urns all the time and 

never makes “standard” urns. As you can see from 
the photos, they are amazing and pertinent to their 
“occupant’s” background. I certainly thought they 
were amazing and worth sharing with the rest of 
you. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Generally, deep hollow form turning is difficult and 
not in many woodturners wheelhouse. The ball-
shaped urns are segmented into hemispheres and 
the others are staved (remember the stave demo 

 ). For many turners, even basic segmenting 
and/or stave construction would probably be a 
better option. Both those methods of construction 
are very good alternatives to a large hollow form 
and of course, offer way more latitude in design. I 
think these are awesome. 
Anyway, I thought this was worth passing on. Per-
haps an opportunity to “think outside the urn”. 

(Continued from page 11) 

Women In Turning (WIT) is dedicated to encourag-
ing and assisting women in their pursuit of turning, 
sharing ideas and processes to further members’ 
skills and creativity, and increasing participation of 
women in the field of woodturning.  

Spring 2023 issue of the Women in Turning News-
letter. 

This issue features the following: 

• Wig Stand Initiative for Women in Turning 

• Hat and Wig Stands by John Kelsey 

• How Many Chucks Can a Woodturner Chuck? 

by E. Dianne Looker 

• Mending a Turning by Sally Radovich 

• Cape Cod Woodturners WIT by Robin McIntyre 

• Women in Turning Hands-on Retreat; Broken 

Bow, Oklahoma by Janice Levi 

• Atlantic Shore Woodturners by Susan Chiarello 

• Central Florida Woodturners by Pam Bozkurt 

• 2023 Virtual WIT EXCHANGE by Linda Ferber 

and Marie Anderson 

• Women in Turning Gallery - Rescues  

https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?WebsiteKey=c9100f02-c77e-4177-a9bc-7d3eb0216238&hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d&100134f70e4f=1&_zs=pe4ib&_zl=xIob3#100134f70e4f
https://www.woodturner.org/common/Uploaded%20files/WIT/Newsletters/2023.05.WIT%20Newsletter.pdf
https://www.woodturner.org/common/Uploaded%20files/WIT/Newsletters/2023.05.WIT%20Newsletter.pdf
http://aaow.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zOTIzMDE4JnA9MSZ1PTQwNDI4Nzc3MyZsaT00MDk0MDk4MQ/index.html
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Tell us about your background – how did you 
get into woodturning? And how did you 
Learn? 

My background is as a scientist.  I was a Professor 
in the School of Computing Science at SFU until I 
retired 10 years ago.  I had been making some ob-
jects with wood since I was a graduate student - 
mostly focusing on experimental musical instru-
ments.   

I joined the Pacific Woodworkers Guild (PWG) in 
1981 or 1982 and participated in their annual 2x4 
challenge over several years.  My first turning was 
to make components for a programmable auto-
mated xylophone for the 2x4 challenge.  My broth-
er is a woodturner, so I knew a bit about what 

lathes did, but once I made those components I 
quickly started making other turned objects.  I had 
a couple of informal lessons from other members 
of the PWG but when I got more serious I signed 
up to take a couple of week long courses at Craft 
Supplies in Utah and began attending AAW Sympo-
siums.   

I was a member of the Fraser Valley Woodturners 
for a few years. Having been inspired by Frank Su-
dol to make “my own” work, I sought out people to 
study with and did a one-on-one hands-on class 
with Jacques Vesery in Maine.   

Realizing that the way forward was to interact with 

(Continued on page 14) 
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woodturners from outside of the local area, I was 
one of the founders of the GVWG, serving as the 
first President for 5 years.  Our mission was to be-
come part of the larger woodturning world as an 
AAW chapter and to bring in demonstrators and 
instructors from around the world.  I organized 
those demonstrators for the first 20 years of the 
GVWG and took classes from many of those 
woodturners.  I also assisted Christian Burchard 
teaching at Arrowmont. 

Tell us about your workshop/studio. 

After 10 years in a fairly cramped, dark space, I 
built a separate woodturning studio.  It’s as large as 
the city would allow - 24’ x 24’ with high ceilings, 
skylights, and a reasonable amount of power.  It’s a 
very usable space, although it could be bigger.  I 
store my wood in the old shop space and try to 
keep a minimal amount of wood in the current 
space. 

What tools do you most like using on your 
lathe? 

I rely on the spindle roughing gouge, a bowl gouge, 
a parting tool, and a John Jordan shear scraper for 
most things.  I hollow using a variety of cutters sup-
ported by a Lyle Jamieson back rest or an articulat-
ed tool (no longer made) called the Monster hol-
lower.   

What is your favorite wood? 

I have a strong preference for using local materials 
and use Big Leaf Maple for almost everything. 

What finishes do you prefer using? 

Depends on the piece - wipe-on poly or acrylic 
spray.  For colouring pieces, I use acrylics. 

Do you ever incorporate other materials into 
your pieces? 

I occasionally use epoxy to strengthen weak areas 
and lots of acrylics and acrylic media. 

What other types of woodworking or pursuits 
do you have? 

I don’t generally do other woodworking.  I do play 
music (electric bass) and spend a great deal of time 
on that. 

What inspires you – where do you get your 
ideas from? 

I am always looking for interesting textures, natural 
forms, and man made structures.  I like to visit mu-
seums to look at paintings and sculptures.  One of 
the best museums that I’ve been to is Collection de 
l’Art Brut in Lausanne, Switzerland which features 
amazing items made by individuals in institutions 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 

Popcorn Bowl 

Ruby 
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(see www.artbrut.ch). It was established by Jean 
Dubuffet, one of my favourite sculptors.   

More locally, the Museum of Anthropology has 
wonderful things in its collections.  Don’t miss the 
shields from Papua New Guinea which are some of 
my favourite items to look at. 

Who has been the greatest influence on your 
work? 

I’ve been influenced a lot by Christian Burchard, 
Clay Foster, and Jacques Vesery. 

Where do you usually display and/or sell your 
work? 

I have a few pieces in galleries and museum shops 
in the US as well as some online galleries.  I also sell 
directly to collectors. 

What is the most challenging piece that you 
have made so far? 

Technically, I think the double ended hollow vessel 
puzzle piece was the most challenging. 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 

Tower for JP 

Puzzle Bag Trio 

Topless 

http://www.artbrut.ch
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What is your favorite project to date? 

Whatever I’m working on next. 

Have you had any A-HA moments along the 
way? 

One of the best lessons that I ever learned was 
when taking Clay Foster to look at Inuit carvings in 
galleries in Vancouver.  He talked to me about why 
he preferred one dancing bear to another and I 
learned the meaning of “gesture”.  Everything that 

I’ve made since then involves gesture in some way. 

Where do you see your work going in the fu-
ture? 

To good homes. 

How much time do you invest in it? 

I don’t spend a lot of time turning these days.  I am 
best when driven by deadlines - gallery shows, auc-
tions, and exhibitions.  In particular, themed exhibi-
tions make you think about things in new ways and 
open up new directions to explore. That’s when I 
get most inspired.  As I write this, I have two dead-
lines looming which will result in some new work. 

Are there any new techniques you would like 
to try? 

I have a new device that I want to use to explore a 
different sort of texture, plus some new carving 
tools to play with. 

Where do you think you most need to im-
prove? 

One can always refine what one does and there are 
always boundaries to push and new directions to 
explore.  It would help if I was more motivated to 
get out there and just make stuff more frequently. 

(Continued from page 15) 

Stretch 

Shopping at KMS Tools means you can help your 
club earn credit - approximately 2% on your pur-
chase. For instance, we recently used some of our 
credit to buy the brand-new Laguna demo lathe 

that we use for Focus on Fundamentals! All you 
need to do is to link your name/phone number to 
the GVWG and you’re done. The easiest way to do 
this is to go online to: https://www.kmstools.com/
group-rewards and fill in a short form. In doing so, 
you also become a KMS Club member and benefit 
from better pricing on their full line of products. As 
a friendly reminder if you are already a KMS Club 
member, it is worthwhile to check that you are also 
linked to the GVWG for us to receive the credits. 

https://www.kmstools.com/group-rewards
https://www.kmstools.com/group-rewards
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It is surprising to me how long it has taken to com-
plete this article.  I had to go back to two of my 
notebooks worth of notes to find the original draft, 
but mostly, I have been so much noticing and ap-
preciating every moment much more as of late. 

During my recent WIT Virtual Exchange journey, I 
took a moment to read an article that referenced 
the amount of time that is measured to be a mo-
ment…90 seconds.  Chasing that rabbit down the 
Google rabbit hole, that measure of a moment 
dates to medieval times.  This concept and idea 
quickly got incorporated into our group final pro-
ject and presentation.  Even though our team had 5 
minutes for completing our speed talk, we made an 
intentional choice to present the bulk of ours in 90 
seconds, which also happens to correspond to the 
length of time for social media videos.  Those who 
are current members of the AAW can access all the 
2023 WIT Exchange Virtual presentations by sign-
ing onto the AAW website and selecting the  AAW 
WIT Events Archive tab. 

In terms of woodturning, 90 seconds is the time it 
takes to feel the bite of a dull gouge, swap it out 
for a freshly sharpen tool and take that next 
(finishing) cut to find that final form you are inten-
tionally chasing.  Ask me how I know!  I am so ex-
cited to be watching Ed Pretty’s upcoming demon-
stration for our guild as the presenter in May 2023.  
I have seen Ed share sharpening lessons before, 
but I am a different turner today than I was then 
and am looking forward to finding new nuggets of 
information that may be helpful as my woodturn-
ing journey continues. 

Also, I am grateful to Ed and others in our guild for 
running and volunteering time and effort for the 

newly named Spindle class being offered.  I didn’t 
think I could manage attending, but last minute I 
was able to make it happen and what a joy despite 
being physically and emotionally spent from a road 
trip to Calgary with my mother that included many 
more moments.  Now it is time to practice, espe-
cially finding the bevel for the cut, distinguishing 
between cutting and scraping.  I know I will want to 
do this class again to see how things are progress-
ing because I want the journey to continue, and I 
constantly strive to become a better turner and am 
so very grateful to the multitude of people who are 
part of my journey too. 

The other event I am looking forward to is the AAW 
2023 Symposium in Kentucky being held June 1-
4th.  Unlike some of our lucky members who will 
be there in person, this year the AAW will be 
providing an opportunity to attend virtually.  In 
fact, my WIT Exchange partner from this year will 
be one of the moderators to make this happen.  
Sure, it may be better to be there in person…which 
I am looking forward to the symposium Portland in 
2024, but this will be as good as it gets for me this 
year.  And the AAW is offering a group pricing pack-
age so I am busy scouting out to see who else 
might want to join me on this virtual journey.  I am 
most looking forward to seeing Derek Weidman’s 
presentation as I have watched his Dragon presen-
tation more than a dozen times and seeing it again 
a year later, realized how much of what he pre-
sented I have incorporated into my personal style, 
despite not making any turnings that look remotely 
like his.  If you want to join me in the group pricing 
offer, time is tight but call, text or email me.  604-
315-9684 or balzerfamily@shaw.ca  

https://woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Exchange-2023-TRT-1-58-52.aspx
https://woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Exchange-2023-TRT-1-58-52.aspx
mailto:balzerfamily@shaw.ca
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Thalia MacIsaac - First Turned Bowls 

Turning 101 

Diana Dougherty - Bowl 

Found Wood on Island - Maple? 
4 x 10.5”, 

Inlaid Foil and Leather inspired by 
Emma Cook 

1”  rim is undercut to 1/4“ 
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Shawn Preus - SHIFT and HARMONIOUS 

Honey locust, Spalted maple, Paint, maple, resin, metal, elastic cord, fishing line and a turntable  
WIT Team -Shifty Chippers 

Shawn Preus - Vancouver, BC Canada 
Phyllis Moffitt Tavares, FL United States 

Ruth Chipman  - Wichita, KS United States  
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Merv Graham- The world's in your tea cup 

A saying from my mom and dad; depending on 
the tone of voice it would have drastically op-

posite meanings.  
Once again I  hope to finish it, like my handle 

and spoutless teapot.  

Brian Lunt - “Le Ver” (The Worm) 

A French Curve Vase 
Sans Frass ( Without Boring Dust ) 

8.5” High x 3.25” Dia 
India Ink and Transparent Silver Airbrush  
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Sheila Balzer - Bowl 

Spalted Birch  
9.25 x 2”, 

Water-based Poly finish 

Sheila Balzer - Snack 
Platter 

Figured Maple 
7.5 x 1-3/8”, 

Walnut Oil finish 



May 2023 Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild Page 23 

Sheila Balzer - Finial Box 

Maple 
5.25 x 2”, 

Walnut Oil finish 

Sheila Balzer - April Showers Vase 

Figured Maple 
3.75 tall x 3” 

Walnut Oil finish 



May 2023 Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild Page 24 

Theo Vriezen - Driftwood Bowl 

Bristlecone Pine Driftwood 
12' - 14" dia. X 9” high 

Bowl depth 5" 
Exterior finished with "Tung Oil" 

Interior finished with "Tried & True" 
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Dan Breck - Ringed Platter 

Walnut 
13 x 2”, 

Rings Textured and finished with 
Carbon Black by Golden 

Plater finished with WOP 

Marco Berera - Lazy Man’s Inside Out 
Turning 

Oak & Mahogasny 
6.5 x 2.25”, 

Lacquer finish 
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Gary Burns - Peppermill 

Hybrid Maple Burl & Pine Cones 

David Broomhead - Bowl 

Redwood Burl 
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David Broomhead - Table 

Western Maple 

David Broomhead - Stool 

Spalted Maple & Chestnut 
Hard Wax Oil finish 
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Pippa Lattey - Toroid 

Old Douglas Fir 2x6 
4.75 x 1.25”, 

Burned and Tung Oil finish 

Pippa Lattey - Bowl 

Arbutus 
Tung Oil finish 
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Shawn Preus - Sphere 

Oak (4”), Cherry (2.5”) & Kookamunga (2.5”) 
Teak Oil finish on Oak, no finish on others 

Freehand—no jig 

Merv Graham- The world's in your tea cup 

A saying from my mom and dad; depending on 
the tone of voice it would have drastically op-

posite meanings.  
Once again I  hope to finish it, like my handle 

and spoutless teapot.  
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Simon Britchford - Sphere 

Maple  
First ever sphere 

Turned without instruction with a 3D print-
ed jig with rubber O-ring to fit over the live 

centre cone 
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George Wood - Spheres 

Larry Stevenson - Sphere 

Catalpa 
4.75” diameter 

Roughed out and waiting to be turned again 
after several years 
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Larry Stevenson - Sphere 

Elm 
5” diameter 

Turned, sandblasted, individual divots 
turned into sphere. 
Ready for painting 

Larry Stevenson - Sphere 

Elm 
5” diameter 

Turned, sandblasted, individual divots 
turned into sphere. 

Acrylic paints 
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Marco Berera - Sphere 

Maple - air cured for 35 years 
3.75” diameter 

No finish, buffed 

Brian Lunt - Dubai Palm Jumeirah Sphere 

Maple with buried branch 
2-1/8” diameter 

Sandblasted with Walnut Oil finish 
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Cathy Nakagawa - Sphere-ish 

Torrefied Maple 
Beeswax & Mineral Oil finish 

Can I claim these are spheres be-
cause I turned them on April Fools 

Day? 

Steve Hansen - 3 Amigos 

Maple, Spalted Maple & Douglas 
Fir 

3.5 to 4” diameter 
No finish 
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Gary Burns - Sphere 

Two Maple Burls held together with resin then 
carved to match the natural edge of the burl 

Stand made from rosewood and housing a multi-
coloured battery operated light. 

Sheila Balzer - Sphere 

Maple 
1” diameter 
Unfinished 
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Scott Morgan - The Planets - First Contact 

Please email all Instant Gallery and President’s Challenge photos to 
gallery@gvwg.ca by at least 3 days before the monthly meeting to en-

sure they are included in the gallery presentations.    

In  your email, please include as much information as possible on your 
project such as species, dimensions, finish, special techniques, anec-

dotes, etc. 

If you would like your photo to be considered as a newsletter cover 
photo, please provide a high resolution photo in portrait format with a 

clean background and foreground. 

mailto:gallery@gvwg.ca
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 Always wear safety goggles or safety 
glasses that include side protectors. 
Use a full face shield for bowl, vessel, or 
any turning involving chucks and face-
plates. 

 Use a combination of dust mask, air fil-
tration helmet, proper ventilation, and/
or dust collection system as appropri-
ate. Fine particles from a grinder and 
wood dust are harmful to your respira-
tory system.  

 Wear hearing protection during extend-
ed periods of turning. 

 Turn the lathe off before adjusting the 
tool rest or tool rest base, i.e., banjo. 

 Always remove chuck keys, adjusting 
wrenches, and knockout bars immedi-
ately after use.   Never leave them in 
place, even for a moment. 

 Tie back long hair and avoid loose 
clothing, jewelry, or any dangling ob-
jects that may catch on rotating parts 
or accessories. 

 When using a faceplate, be certain the 
workpiece is solidly mounted with stout 
screws (#10 or #12 sheet metal screws 
as a minimum). Do not use dry wall or 
deck screws.  

 When turning between centres, be cer-
tain the workpiece is firmly mounted 
between the headstock driving centre 
and tailstock centre. 

 Ensure the belt guard or cover is in 

place. 

 Check that all locking devices on the 
tailstock and tool rest assembly (rest 
and base) are tight before operating the 
lathe. 

 Ensure the blank is securely fastened. 

 Rotate your workpiece backwards by 
hand to make sure it clears the toolrest 
and bed before turning the lathe on.  

 Stay clear of the areas directly behind 
and in front of the workpiece, they are 
the most likely areas for a piece to trav-
el as it comes off the lathe. A good safe-
ty habit is to step out of this zone when 
turning on the lathe, keeping your hand 
on the switch in case you need to turn 
the machine off. When observing some-
one else turn, stay out of these zones. 

 Always check the speed of the lathe be-
fore turning it on. Use slower speeds 
for larger diameters or rough pieces 
and higher speeds for smaller diame-
ters and pieces that are balanced. Al-
ways start a piece at a slower speed un-
til the workpiece is balanced. If the 
lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the 
speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always 
stop the machine to verify why. As a 
starting point, consult your operator’s 
manual for recommended speeds for a 
particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed 
is compatible with the size of the blank. 

 Exercise extra caution when using stock 
(Continued on page 38) 
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with cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets, 
knots, irregular shapes, or protuberanc-
es. Beginners should avoid these types 
of stock until they have greater 
knowledge of working such wood. 

 Hold turning tools securely on the 
toolrest, holding the tool in a controlled 
but comfortable manner. Always con-
tact the tool rest with the tool before 
contacting the wood. 

 Note that, when running a lathe in re-
verse, it is possible for a chuck or face-
plate to unscrew unless it is securely 
tightened or locked on the lathe spin-
dle. 

 Know your capabilities and limitations. 
An experienced woodturner is capable 
of lathe speeds, techniques, and proce-
dures not recommended for beginning 
turners. 

 Always remove the tool rest before 
sanding, finishing, or polishing opera-
tions. 

 Don’t overreach, keep proper footing, 
and keep your balance at all times. 

 Keep your lathe in good repair. Check 
for damaged parts, alignment, binding 
of moving parts, and other conditions 
that may affect its operation. 

 Keep tools sharp and clean for better 
and safer performance. Don’t force a 
dull tool. Don’t use a tool for a purpose 
for which it was not designed or intend-
ed. 

 Consider your work environment. Don’t 

use a lathe in damp or wet locations. 
Do not use in presence of flammable 
liquids or gases, and always keep a fully
-charged fire extinguisher close at 
hand. Keep your work area well lit. 

 Stay alert. Watch what you are doing. 
Pay close attention to unusual sounds 
or vibrations. Stop the lathe to investi-
gate the cause. Don’t operate machines 
when you are tired or under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol. 

 Guard against electric shock. Inspect 
electric cords for damage. Avoid the 
use of extension cords. 

 Never leave the lathe running un-
attended. Turn power off. Don’t leave 
lathe until it comes to a complete stop. 

 Many accidents to woodturners occur 
while using saws, especially band and 
chain saws. Learn and follow the safety 
guidelines for this equipment. 

 

For more  information on woodturning 
safety please visit the AAW’s  Woodturn-
ing Safety webpage. 

(Continued from page 37) 

http://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Learn/Learn-about-woodturning/Learn-about-woodturning-safety/Woodturner/Resources/Safety-Materials/Safety.aspx?hkey=5b27c9da-71a1-422d-8777-19ae4e394fd0
http://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Learn/Learn-about-woodturning/Learn-about-woodturning-safety/Woodturner/Resources/Safety-Materials/Safety.aspx?hkey=5b27c9da-71a1-422d-8777-19ae4e394fd0
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Forum on Form and Finish  
7pm on the Monday prior to each Monthly Guild Meeting (Zoom) 

For those interested in the WHAT  

rather than the HOW   

    Solicit input on your design or finish 

Offer your insight 

Focus on Fundamentals - 3rd Thursday of the month at 
7:00pm - Zoom Meeting  

Forum on Form and Finish - Monday prior to the Monthly 
Meeting at 7pm - Zoom Meeting 

Monthly Meeting - 4th Thursday of the month at 6:30pm - 
Sapperton Pensioners Hall and Zoom (Hybrid In-Person/Online 
Meeting)  

Tech Talk - Monday after the Monthly Meeting at 7pm - Zoom 
Meeting 

Date Time Location Event 

2023 

May 25th, 2023 7:00pm 
Sapperton Hall and 
Zoom Meeting 

Club Meeting.  Ed Pretty - Sharpening 

May 29th, 2023 7:00pm Zoom Meeting Tech Talk 

June 15th, 2023 7:00pm Zoom Meeting Focus on Fundamentals - Topic TBA 

June 19th, 2023 7:00pm Zoom Meeting Focus on Form and Finish 

June 22nd, 2023 7:00pm 
Sapperton Hall and 
Zoom Meeting 

Club Meeting. Larry Stevenson - Using Kroma Crackle Colour 
and Texture 

July 23rd, 2023 Afternoon TBA Summer Picnic - Potluck, auction, games, tours 

Sep 21st, 2023 7:00pm Zoom Meeting Focus on Fundamentals - Topic TBA 

Sep 25th, 2023 7:00pm Zoom Meeting Focus on Form and Finish 

Sep 28th, 2023 7:00pm 
Sapperton Hall and 
Zoom Meeting 

Club Meeting.  Topic TBA 



May 2023 Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild Page 40 

President: Steve Hansen president@gvwg.ca 

Vice President: Dan Breck   

Secretary: Bill Fowle secretary@gvwg.ca 

Treasurer: Bruce Campbell treasurer@gvwg.ca 

Members At Large: Chris Stiles  

 Bob James   

 Brian Lunt   

 Sheila Balzer   

 John Hammond   

 Steve Daechsel  

 Diana Dougherty   

Past President Steve Fairbairn   

Educational Coordinators: Diana Dougherty   

 Larry Stevenson  

Communications: Brian Lunt communications@gvwg.ca 

Info Contact: Ed Pretty info@gvwg.ca 

Newsletter Editor & Publisher: Steve Fairbairn editor@gvwg.ca 

Librarians: Peter McLaren   

Food Chief: John Hammond   

FOF Coordinator: Chris Stiles   
AAW  Women in Turning  Liaison:  Sheila Balzer wit@gvwg.ca 

Turning 101: Peter Hill   

 Terry Kennedy  

Visiting Demonstrator Liaison: Volunteer(s) Needed   
 Brian Lunt  

Visiting Demonstrator Advisor: Art Liestman   

Wood List Coordinator: Dennis Houle woodlist@gvwg.ca 

Digital Photography: Jay & Lin Mapson   

Webmaster: Steve Hansen webmaster@gvwg.ca 

Chapter 130 
of the AAW 

gvwg.ca

